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Emelyan Pugaehev

had taken part in the uprising of
1772. Pugaehev with a Cossack
detachment went up the Yaik to-
wards Orenburg. At Pugaehev's
approach the garrison soldiers and
Cossacks of the small, poorly-
fortified outposts situated along
the river banks kiHed or bound
their officers and went over to his
side. At the beginning of October
1773 Pugaehev appeared before the
walls of Orenburg, a strong fortress
with a large garrison. Unable to
take it by storm Pugaehev began
a siege which lasted about six
months.

The Uprising of the Peas-
ants and the Volga Peoples. The
Pugaehev uprising stirred up all
the peoples of the Volga steppes.
Kazakh nomad camps came up to
the Yaik and some of their detach-
ments joined Pugaehev9s army.

Kalmucks from the steppes between the Lower Volga and the Black
Sea also began to join Pugachev's army. Detachments of Tatars,
Bashkirs and Cheremissi (Mari) marched to the upper reaches of the
Yaik to meet Pugaehev. The uprising also spread rapidly among the
metallurgical workers and the Russian serf peasants of the mining
and metallurgical areas. Every day new groups of peasants from the
adjacent estates and workers from the metallurgical works joined
Pugaehev.

The Cossack uprising grew into a peasant war which roused both
the Russian and non-Russian population of the Volga area. During
the siege of Orenburg Pugaehev and his lieutenants, who were men
with military experience gained during service in the tsarist army,
devoted their attention to forming peasant and Cossack detachments.
The peasants and Cossacks were divided into regiments and com-
panies. There were special regiments of Kalmucks, Bashkirs, Tatars,
factory workers and others, every regiment having its own place in
the camp. The men Were very poorly and diversely armed. Only a
few had muskets or pistols. Many were armed only with knives or
merely clubs. An artillery was formed of captured cannon and put
under the command of an ex-soldier. Additional guns were sent from,
the Urals works by the workers who made an attempt to restart
the manufacture of guns and other weapons for the insurgents.